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Abstract:

This study explores the dialectical relationship between thought
and culture and their pivotal role in shaping and sustaining the
"Global Jewish Project," particularly its Zionist manifestation. The
intellectual foundations of this project rely heavily on deep
religious and historical references derived from three main sources:
the Torah (Old Testament), which represents the supreme authority;
the Talmud (comprising the Mishnah and Gemara), which shapes a
religious philosophy centered on exceptionalism; and the
Kabbalah, a mystical and esoteric system inherently linked to the
concept of the awaited Messiah and the ingathering of the Jewish
people. The study also analyzes the fragmentation of Judaism into
various sects—such as the Pharisees, Sadducees, Samaritans,
Hasidim, and Reformists—highlighting their differing stances on
sacred texts and how these dynamics influenced the project's
structural evolution. In its second section, the paper examines
Jewish culture as a vital mechanism for preserving collective
identity, ensuring cross-generational continuity, and fostering
transnational unity. This cultural framework is built upon five
pillars: religion and the "Mashiach" doctrine, which reinforced
socio-spatial separation from non-Jews; a sacred historical
perspective that views history as a direct manifestation of divine
will; the Hebrew language, which evolved from a liturgical tongue
into a powerful nationalistic tool used to forge a unified identity
and eradicate Arabic heritage in Palestine; social customs and
traditions, including religious holidays and dietary laws, which
maintained community cohesion against modernization; and
distinct Jewish symbols (such as the Star of David and the
Menorah) that were politically institutionalized into the modern
state's flag and emblems. Ultimately, the study demonstrates how
the systematic employment and secularization of cultural and
intellectual heritage provided the foundational scaffolding for the
contemporary Zionist political project.
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